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Background

In paragraph 24 of Tehran Declaration (2007), the Second APA Plenary decided "to further discuss the modalities of efficient cooperation and coordination between the APA and respective governments". The Secretary-General was requested to pursue the formation of an Ad Hoc Committee and prepare all documents required for its work. The Ad Hoc Committee held its first meeting in 2008 and submitted its report to the Executive Council.

In its Resolution on Enhancing Cooperation between APA Member Parliaments and their Governments for Implementation of APA Decisions (APA/Res/2008/10, 29 November 2008), the Third APA Plenary took note of the deliberations of the Ad Hoc Committee on the subject matter and recognized the need to enhance closer coordination and cooperation between the APA Member Parliaments and Asian governments. 
In December 2009, the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs took note of the significance of the documents related to political affairs which had been adopted by the Third APA Plenary in 2008, including, inter alia, the above-mentioned Resolution. However, given the fact that the respective Ad Hoc Committee did not have a chance to convene in the 2009, it was decided that the mandates of all the Resolutions continue to carry on into 2010. The Secretary-General was also requested to pursue the fulfillment of the mandates through further communication with all the APA Member Parliaments and coordinate the necessary meetings in this respect.
Practical Steps towards Further Coordination

Between Asian Parliaments and Governments 

In his previous report on the subject (SG/Rep/2008/01, 9 April 2008), the Secretary-General drew the attention of the distinguished members of this Ad Hoc Committee to the important role of the working relations between Asian Parliaments and their respective governments and emphasized that the more the APA decisions are timely, relevant and responsive to the real needs and interests of its members, the more likely it is to secure the interest and engagement of governments. 

According to the operative part of the APA Resolution on Enhancing Cooperation between APA Member Parliaments and their Governments for Implementation of APA Decisions (APA/Res/2008/10, 29 November 2008), the following modalities were decided upon:

1. Inviting Ministers of Foreign Affairs, or their representatives, of APA Member and Observer Parliaments to participate in the Plenary Sessions of the APA and to exchange views on the most significant and urgent issues in Asia and on the APA agenda;

2. Appointing an APA delegate as a Focal Point within the APA Member Parliaments to be in charge of making regular coordination between the Parliaments and Governments on the one hand, and between the Parliaments and the Secretariat for the implementation of APA decisions and programs on the other.

3. The APA Secretary-General was requested to seek the views of Member Parliaments on the implementation of the Resolution and report thereon to the next session of this Ad Hoc Committee.

With respect to the implementation of the first modality, the Secretary-General is pleased to inform the distinguished participants of this Ad Hoc Committee of his initial coordination with the APA current and next Presidents to the effect that the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, or their representatives, of APA Member and Observer Parliaments be invited to participate in the Fifth Plenary Sessions of the APA in Damascus.

Upon the confirmation of the decision by the APA President, the Secretariat shall inform the Member Parliaments of the details for further coordination. It should be emphasized, however, that to turn the endeavor into a success, all the APA Member Parliaments ought to support the initiative by encouraging and motivating their respective Foreign Ministers, or at least their representatives, to participate in the event. 

With regard to the implementation of the second modality, the Secretariat has recently renewed its communication with all Member Parliaments to appoint a Focal Point within their respective Parliaments to be in charge of making regular coordination between the Parliaments and Governments on the one hand, and between the Parliaments and the Secretariat for the implementation of APA decisions and programs on the other. Upon the receipt of information in this respect, the Secretariat shall inform all the Member Parliaments and shall coordinate their contacts and communication. 

Concerning the third modality as described in the Resolution, the APA Secretariat is still looking forward to receiving views of Member Parliaments on the implementation of the Resolution. The Secretary-General shall remain hopeful that the deliberations of the second meeting of this Ad Hoc Committee would pave the path for more practical initiatives to enhance cooperation between the APA and Asian Governments and take the issue steps further.
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